Notes about using this “Halloween Story Text Evidence” Product
 This product includes 20 Halloween themed stories, each approximately a ½ page long, Depending on the grade level and the needs of your students, you can choose to  do a “shared”, partner, or independent reading of the story. After reading, the bottom portion of the page is completed by reading 6 statements and determining if they are “true”, “false”, or (you/the reader) “don’t know” based on the content of the story. If a statement is “true” or “false”, then the reader uses a blue pen to underline the statement and phrases or sentences within the text that provide direct or literal evidence that supports the statement. A green pen is used to underline the statement and text evidence if it is information that was used to make an inference. 
 An answer key is provided for all of the stories, however many of the statements could be underlined with green or blue, which creates great material for group discussion. In order for our students to begin developing the higher level comprehension skills and strategies necessary for the “close reading” the Common Core State Standards are expecting of our students, teacher-led discussions that include text evidence should be an everyday component of our instruction. 
 Please feel free to use teacher judgment as you discuss whether the statements are supported by literal text or inferences the reader must make Some of the statements may cause confusion -I thought long and hard about what to include and decided that some ambiguity would reflect examples of ”real world” text, promoting, perhaps, more critical thinking than a formula-driven text. 
 Please watch for those statements that are labeled “false”- in most cases I chose text that supports the inference by some sort of contradiction. For example, in the answer key I chose to underline the following “false” statement with blue:  The bat children wake up around the same time that nine year old children  wake up to go to school. 
According to the text, this statement is false because of this text evidence:  She would wake up the three children for an early supper. She would have to  set the alarm for 4:00 P.M. sharp so they wouldn’t oversleep. 
To respond to this statement, students need to know that although not every student  gets up at the exact same time, they all have to get up in the early morning in order  to go to school. They also need to know that 4:00 P.M. is late afternoon, which is NOT  the time children normally get up. Even though it is false, the reader can figure out  that the information is false by using text information. the information in this  sentence. 
 If this type of “logic” seems illogical to you, then, by all means, don’t follow my  answer sheet-support your students using the text in a way they can understand. I  hope this makes sense! 
 I created these high interest short stories and statements as manageable, easy to  access material that could be used as a daily “bell ringer” or a 10 minute transition  activity to help teachers “fit in” comprehension practice into a super busy schedule.   Thanks for taking a look at some examples of the stories available in this packet. Also, thanks to mycutegraphics.com for the adorable clipart on the cover of this product. 
Enjoy! 
Amy Bratsos 
 www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Bratsos 
Story # 1 [image: ][image: ]
Katie’s Halloween Candy 
 Katie had a great time trick or treating with her friends on Halloween. She couldn’t wait to get home to sort her candy. When she got home she took off her princess costume and got into some nice, cozy pajamas. After that, she got busy! 
 Katie dumped all of her candy onto the kitchen table. She got three bowls out of the cupboard and set them on the table. She pulled out a big handful of candy and put the M & M’s in one bowl, the fruit flavored suckers in the second bowl, and the coconut-chocolate candy bars in the third bowl. The next time around, the Lifesaver candy went with the suckers, the milk chocolate bars went with the M & M’s, and the chocolate covered peanuts went with the coconut chocolate bars. 
 “Grandpa will be happy when I give him all the coconut and peanut filled candy-those are his favorites! I’m glad someone will enjoy eating them”, Katie told her dog, Jack, as he looked on hungrily. 
 Katie continued sorting until all 57 pieces were in one of the three bowls. She couldn’t decide what to eat first. Cherry Lifesavers sounded really refreshing, but a milk chocolate bar would melt in her mouth right about now…hmmmmm!?! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Katie went trick or treating with two friends. 
1) 
2) Katie didn’t care for coconut or nuts. 
2) 
3) Grandpa didn’t like plain chocolate bars. 
3) 
4) There were 57 pieces of candy in Katie’s trick or treat bag. 4) 
5) Halloween was Katie’s favorite holiday.  
5) 
6) Katie liked fruit flavored hard candy and plain chocolate 6)
 candy about the same. 
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Story #2 
The Ghosts at T.J.’s House 
 T.J. was convinced that a family of ghosts had decided to move into  his house. Although he had never seen a ghost anywhere, a number of  suspicious things seemed to keep on happening around the house. Before 
leaving for school every day T.J. always made sure that his car  collection was on the top shelf of his closet and that his bedroom door  was closed. This became a habit with him after he came home one day  to find that his 3 year old brother had dumped his collection upside  down and taken many cars to all of the rooms of the house to play.  Then, on Wednesday after school, he went to clear the snack plate and  the half full glass of orange juice he had left on his dresser the night  before. The glass was empty and all of the pizza crusts were gone. T.J.  never finished his pizza crust! 
 When T.J. shared his concerns with his mom she laughed and said,  “You have quite a vivid imagination, T.J. No matter how odd it may  seem, blaming something that doesn’t exist for your messes is not a  good idea.” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) T.J.’s little brother got into mischief sometimes. 
1) 
2) T.J. loved every ingredient and food group used to make pizza. 2) 
3) T.J. had a car collection. 
3) 
4) A family of ghosts lived with T.J.’s family. 
4) 
5) T.J.’s mom didn’t believe in ghosts. 
5) 
6) T.J. was afraid of ghosts. 
6)
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Story #3 
The Johnstown Haunted House 
 Joe and his friend Mike loved to visit the Johnstown haunted house  every fall. Ever since they could remember, a sign appeared at the corner of  Main St. and 3rd Ave. around the middle of October. This familiar sign was an  advertisement for the local haunted house, which was open to all customers  willing to pay a $3.00 entry fee. 
 This fall, however, October 15th and 16th went by and the corner remained  empty. Joe and Mike waited patiently as October 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th went by  and the corner still had no sign. Many people were concerned, and some citizens  of Johnstown began to speculate about possible reasons that no haunted house  advertisement had appeared. 
 “I think attendance was down last year,” Mr. Jones stated. 
 “The couple who comes to town to decorate the house was getting rather old,”  Mr. Green added to the conversation. No one knew much about this couple-they  just appeared in the middle of October, set up and ran the haunted house, then  seemed to disappear the minute Halloween was over. 
 Joe and Mike, perhaps, were the most disappointed of all. Then early October  22nd Mike appeared on Joe’s doorstep with a toolbox and a big, bumpy canvas bag.  When Joe answered the door a big grin spread across Mike’s face. Perhaps the  citizens of Johnstown wouldn’t be disappointed after all! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) It cost $3.00 for a haunted house ticket in Johnstown. 
1) 
2) Mike thought that he and Joe could recreate a haunted house. 2) 
3) The haunted house had one hundred less visitors than usual last  
3) 
 year. 
4) The couple who normally decorated the haunted house were 
4) 
 long-time residents of Johnstown. 
  
5) The haunted house was a popular Halloween attraction. 
5) 
6) The old couple had been decorating the haunted house for  
6)
 approximately 2-3 years. 
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Story #4 [image: ]
Wanda Witch’s Brew 
 Wanda Witch was busy making her famous witch’s brew for the  Halloween party. She wanted to be careful adding the exact  ingredients that the recipe called for, because many of her friends had  made comments about how tasty it was the last few years. After  searching her cupboards she determined that she was all out of bat  wings. A trip to the local “Witch’s Market” was going to be necessary.  Wanda grabbed her list, hopped on her broom, and headed for the  store. 
 As she flew to the store, Wanda thought about how popular bat  wings were this time of year. She glanced at her watch several times  and kicked her broomstick in hopes of making it go faster. “What will I  do if the ‘Witch’s Market’ is all out of bat wings?”, she thought to  herself as she approached the store. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) 
1) Wanda Witch used her broom as transportation to the store. 
2) 
2) Wanda had brought her witch’s brew to previous Halloween parties. 
3) 
3) Lots of witches would be attending the party. 
4) 
4) Wanda was nervous because she was afraid the store might be   out of bat wings. 
5) 
5) Bat wings do not need to be refrigerated. 
6)
6) The recipe had five different ingredients. 
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Ryan’s Costume 
 Ryan had a great idea for his Halloween costume this year. It was  creative, simple to make, and wouldn’t cost a lot of money. All he  needed to do was make sure that his mom would let him use some of  the spare toilet paper he found under the bathroom sink. He took  two rolls and stashed them in his bedroom closet just in case anyone  decided to use them before Halloween arrived. 
 After school on Halloween, Ryan and his big brother, John, helped  each other get into their costumes. John was able to fasten the knee  and shoulder pads of his costume himself, and slipped on his jersey  before asking Ryan for help buckling his helmet. Ryan needed quite a  bit of assistance. He stood very still while John carefully walked  around and around him, wrapping him from head to toe with toilet  paper as he went. The only problem Ryan anticipated was that if the  weather forecast was correct, they would be having some drizzle  during trick or treating. He hoped the weatherman was wrong as they  hurried out the door to begin trick or treating. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) John was dressing up as a football player. 
1) 
2) Ryan has two brothers. 
2) 
3) Ryan created a mummy costume. 
3) 
4) Ryan thought his costume might be ruined if it rained. 4) 
5) John needed help putting on his helmet. 
5) 
6) Ryan bought his costume at the store. 
6)
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Story #6 
The Bat Family’s Halloween 
 It was Halloween Eve and Mrs. Bat was trying to finish all of her chores so she  would have plenty of time to spend with her children on Halloween. Her family had a  Halloween tradition they had been taking part in for the past five years, and she  wanted this year’s festivities to be as much fun as ever. 
 As she washed the dishes, she made a plan in her mind. She would wake up the  three children for an early supper. She would have to set the alarm for 4:00 P.M. sharp  so they wouldn’t oversleep. After feasting on an insect pie, they would hang upside  down for a short rest and plan their route. At 6:00 sharp the family would get up,  stretch their muscles, and begin their Halloween flight around the neighborhood. Her  little bats loved to follow the children around the neighborhood as they trick or  treated, guessing who was dressed up in which costume and swooping down close to get  a good look at the treats each child had. Sometimes when the little bats swooped down,  a little girl or boy would shriek, tossing a bag full of candy upside down and spilling  everything on the sidewalk. This delighted the bat children, because that gave them an  opportunity to quickly grab a piece of candy or two for themselves. Mrs. Bat chuckled  to herself as she remembered that each year her children thought they would like the  beloved candy, but took one bite, made a horrible face, and tossed the candy to the  ground.  
 “If only they made candy out of mosquitoes and beetles,” she said to herself, “My  family would have an even happier Halloween!” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) The bat children loved candy. 
1) 
2) This was the first year the bat family would be following  
2) 
the trick or treaters. 
3) The bat children wake up around the same time that nine  
3) 
year old children wake up to go to school. 
4) The neighborhood children were afraid of bats. 
4) 
5) The bat family would be waking up at 4:00 P.M. on  
5) 
Halloween. 
6) The children spilled candy because the bats startled  
6)
them. Amy Bratsos 
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Story #7 
The Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
 Mr. McIntosh’s 4th grade was having a pumpkin decorating contest. All  of the students were given a medium sized pumpkin on the Friday night  before Halloween. The contest was voluntary, but if a student wanted to  participate there were several rules to follow. Mr. McIntosh emphasized  that the design or theme they chose had to be totally original. This meant  that nothing could be electronically copied and attached and no attempts to  represent an already existing character or person were to be part of the  design. Otherwise, the students were given a long list of possible art  supplies and household items they might choose to use, and asked to check  with the teacher if something they wanted to use wasn’t on the list.  Everyone went home for the weekend very excited to work on the project.   On Monday most of the students brought in their completed pumpkins.  Everyone seemed particularly interested in two pumpkins. One of the most  popular was Robert’s pumpkin, which looked amazingly like Chewbacca from  Star Wars . Robert had carefully and artistically added color and detail  using acrylic paint. As the students admired his pumpkin, Robert bragged,  “This pumpkin is headed for the blue ribbon case for sure!” 
 Another admired pumpkin belonged to Amanda. It was decorated with an  interesting pattern of textured neon colors and adorned with a variety of  beads that sparkled with blue and white light. When Patty paid a  compliment to Amanda’s artwork, she replied,” I really like your pumpkin,  too!” 
 The entire class could hardly wait until it was time for the pumpkins to  be judged. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Robert thought his pumpkin was going to win. 
1) 
2) Amanda’s pumpkin could be described as “eye-catching.” 
2) 
3) Halloween was less than seven days away. 
3) 
4) Robert didn’t follow the rules of the pumpkin decorating contest. 4) 
5) Mr. McIntosh would be awarding three pumpkins. 
5) 
6) It was unlikely that a lot of pumpkins would come to school 6)
 decorated the same way. . 
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Story #8 
The Brave Boys 
 Thomas and Drew were well known at school as “the kids who weren’t afraid of  ANYTHING”, so when Halloween came around they liked to show off their supposed  amazing courage. After school one day Thomas remembered something he had seen on  his way to school. 
 “Who wants to come with me to check out the old abandoned house on Elm St.?”, he  asked a group of boys who were locking their lockers. “It’s been quiet for weeks, but  this morning on my way to school I think I heard some kind of moaning or crying coming  from the shed out back.” 
The boys hesitated, looking at each other nervously before answering.  “Uh, I think my mom said I have to go shoe shopping right after school,” David  answered. 
 “I’ve got too much homework,” said Alan. That left Brandon standing silently. He  couldn’t think of an excuse, so he, Thomas, and Drew headed towards Elm St. As they  got close, Brandon began to slow down. 
 “I think I changed my…”started Brandon. Just then a muted cry came from the  direction of the abandoned house. The sound startled Drew, so he stopped in his tracks  with Thomas right behind him. 
 Drew said, “I think I’ll stand out front and guard the place while you guys go check  it out.” Before he was finished speaking, Brandon had hurried into the yard and  disappeared. In a moment he returned with a golden striped kitten in his arms. 
 Brandon grinned and said, “Next time you need someone to fight off the wild beasts,  guys, be sure you call me!” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Alan and David didn’t want to go to the abandoned house. 1) 
2) Brandon couldn’t think of a reason not to join Thomas and  
2) 
 Drew. 
3) 
3) Thomas invited six boys to go investigate the abandoned   house. 
4) 
4) Drew might have been scared of the mysterious noise. 
5) 
5) The boys were in 5th grade. 
6)
6) Brandon had a good sense of humor. 
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Story #9 
The Sick Ghost 
 Gus Ghost was under the weather. His head was pounding, he ached all over,  and when he woke up Halloween morning his sheets were drenched in sweat.   “What a dreadful day to be sick!”, he moaned. 
 The witch doctor had recommended that Gus drink plenty of fluids, but this  morning when Gus opened the refrigerator all that he could find was a plate of  left over bat ribs and three apples. Ghost homes are usually without running  water, so Gus had nowhere to turn if he wanted to stay hydrated and get well  before trick or treating. He munched on an apple while deciding what to do.  Gus packed some sunscreen and sunglasses in his backpack (ghosts are very  fair and burn easily in the sun if they’re not careful!) and headed out the door.  When he got to his destination he was greeted by a group of friendly ghosts.  
 “Glad to see you again, Gus! Do you want to play ‘Toss the Pumpkin’?,”  a ghost called to him. 
 “You don’t want to get near me because I might be contagious,” Gus  replied as he dove into the cool water.  
 Gus splashed around as best as he could in his condition, then  got out, wrung himself out, and jumped onto the clothesline so he could hang around until he was dry. 
 “I sure hope I feel better in a couple of hours,” Gus said wearily,  and his friends nodded their heads in agreement.  
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) 
1) Gus visited a lake or pool. 
2) The refrigerator had no liquid refreshment stored in it. 2) 
3) Ghosts are white and so they sunburn easily. 
3) 
4) Gus had been sick for four days. 
4) 
5) Gus had been swimming at the same place before today. 5) 
6) Gus didn’t need a towel to dry himself. 
6)
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Story #10 
Smashed Pumpkins 
 Every year Mrs. Sullivan looks forward to decorating her house for Halloween.  On the last day of September she goes up in the attic and gets down three big  boxes full of all kinds of Halloween decorations Bony skeletons hang from the  curtain rods, black cats are scattered on tabletops in every room, and she even  hangs a silky spider web in the corner of the bathroom. 
 After displaying her own decorations, Mrs. Sullivan traditionally goes to the  local pumpkin patch and buys an assortment of pumpkins and autumn squash. She  carefully arranges a display on her fireplace mantel and finally designs a miniature  pumpkin patch on her front porch. Unfortunately, almost every year someone  decides to play an early Halloween trick on her and at least one of the pumpkins  gets smashed, pumpkin innards strewn all over the yard and driveway. This year  she was bound and determined to put a stop to the vandalism. 
 Several hours after sunset when the moon was high, two young neighbor boys  crept quietly into Mrs. Sullivan’s yard. They had just begun their yearly prank  down the street where they had let the air out of the huge ghosts that had been  bobbing up and down on display in the Johnson’s front yard. Still chuckling at their  own cleverness, one of the boys stood watch on the sidewalk as the second boy  approached Mrs. Sullivan’s porch, ready to grab one of the three pumpkins  displayed. Just as he reached the bush covered in cobwebs, a screeching “Meow!”  came blasting out of nowhere! Both boys flew into the air and ran home so fast  they were out of breath as they reached their front door. If they hadn’t taken  off so swiftly they just might have also heard the soft giggle of an avid Halloween  lover, satisfied that her pumpkins would be safe this year. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Mrs. Sullivan uses some of the same Halloween decorations  
1) 
 every year. 
2) The boys were frightened by the loud “meow”. 
2) 
3) The same two boys have smashed Mrs. Sullivan’s pumpkins  
3) 
 in the past. 
4) Mrs. Sullivan hands out delicious treats on Halloween. 
4) 
5) Mrs. Sullivan stayed up to see if her plan worked. 
5) 
6) The pumpkins on Mrs. Sullivan’s porch came from a  
6)
 pumpkin patch. 
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Story #11 
The Costume Shop 
 Mr. and Mrs. Greene owned a costume shop in a small town called Blacksville.  It was a fairly popular store, and people came from surrounding towns to pick  out all kinds of costumes for parties and special events. Mr. Greene enjoyed  researching the latest popular characters so he could restock his costume  inventory and Mrs. Greene was great at coming up with clever advertising  gimmicks to keep customers interested in returning to their store. The  Greenes were very happy, successful business people for many years.  Halloween, of course, was the costume shop’s busiest time of year. Mr.  Greene stocked up on a wide variety of costumes, and Mrs. Greene made sure to  double the number of newspaper ads in the local newspaper starting at the  beginning of October. For several years, though, the number of customers  returning to their shop during Halloween season had gotten increasingly smaller.  Mr. and Mrs. Greene became discouraged, as they were hoping to retire soon  and leave their business to their son, Tom, who was looking forward to owning  the store. One night they had Tom over for dinner and began to discuss the  decline in sales. 
 “Please stop looking at your phone and the Internet when I’m trying to talk to  you about advertising problems!” exclaimed the frustrated Mrs. Greene.  “But Mom”, Tom objected, ”I’m actually in the process of working on  increasing costume sales right at this minute!” Mrs. Greene, who thought her  son’s behavior was rude, was skeptical about any ideas he had at that moment,  but decided to see what her son had to say. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) 
1) Halloween was the costume shop’s busiest time of year. 
2) 
2) Mr. and Mrs. Greene were worried that they wouldn’t be passing a   successful business on to their son, Tom. 
3) 
3) Mrs. Greene didn’t know very much about Internet sales. 
4) 
4) Recently Mr. and Mrs. Greene didn’t make as much money from their business as they did several years ago. 
5) 
5) The costume shop was only open during the Halloween season. 
6)
6) Tom was coming up with an idea about advertising the costume shop using the Internet. 
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Story #12 
Which Costume? 
 Allie loved holidays. She loved shopping for gifts at Christmas time,  watching fireworks on the Fourth of July, and eating turkey on Thanksgiving.  However, her very favorite holiday was Halloween. This year she couldn’t  decide on a costume. She had two ideas, but didn’t know which one to choose.  She had been watching a lot of baseball over the summer and had become an  enthusiastic fan, so thought it would be fun to dress up like a baseball player.  Her older brother, Dan, had been playing baseball for several summers and  told her it would be okay to borrow a pair of baseball pants as long as she  knew that she’d be in trouble if she ripped them! She had a Chicago Cubs t shirt and baseball cap she had received as a birthday gift, so that costume  was ready to go. The problem was that last winter her mom had bought Allie  an adorable polar bear costume at a resale shop in her aunt’s neighborhood  after Allie pleaded, begged, and agreed to do extra chores. Until the baseball  season came around, Allie had her heart set on surprising everyone as a polar  bear on Halloween. 
 None of her family members or friends were very helpful with  suggestions, so Allie decided that she would just wait for the local weather  forecast to make a decision. Hopefully she wouldn’t grow too much in one  year, or she would be invited to a costume party during another season, and  whichever costume she didn’t wear this Halloween would be worn and admired  at a later date! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Allie’s favorite holiday was Halloween. 
1) 
2) Allie had been a super baseball fan ever since she was two years 
2) 
 old. 
3) If Halloween turned out to be rainy and cold, Allie would wear 
3) 
 her polar bear costume. 
4) Allie’s dad suggested that she wear the baseball outfit for  
4) 
 Halloween. 
5) When Allie saw the polar bear costume, her mom offered to buy 
5) 
 it right away. 
6) Allie planned to give away the costume she didn’t wear. 6)
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The White Cat and the Black Cat 
 One fine day in October a white cat met a black cat on his way to the park.  The white cat had come from his cozy home on Main Street where he lived with  the Peterson family, spending his days lounging in a sun spot swishing his tail  watching the birds fly by out of a big picture window. The black cat led quite a  different life, sitting in the cobweb shadows of a dark and spooky haunted  house quietly observing the witches busily making brew. 
 “Are you getting ready to celebrate Halloween?,” asked the white cat.  “Oh, yes,” replied the black cat. “It’s quite busy at my house with the  witches frantically stirring their brew, casting spells on anyone who dares to get  in their way. They want to be sure to have enough brew prepared by Halloween. I  came out for some peace and quiet.” 
 The white cat, who was actually quite bored and looking for excitement,  suggested, “How about we disguise ourselves and return to each others’ homes?  I can have some excitement in my life and you can get some rest in my quiet sun  spot.” 
 The suggestion sounded wonderful to the black cat, who pointed to a nearby  mud puddle. “I believe a disguise for you will be quite simple to create. We’ll have  to find a nearby bakery in order for me to cover my dark fur with something  white, but I am more than willing to make the effort.” 
 The two new friends set off to make the switch, hoping that a life style  change would do both of them a world of good. What do you think?!?! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) 
1) The white cat planned to die his fur black by rolling in a mud puddle. 
2) 
2) The black cat was overwhelmed by too much Halloween excitement. 
3) 
3) The white cat didn’t like the family with whom she lived. 
4) 
4) The witches were especially busy because Halloween was near. 
5) 
5) The cats hoped to find some left over flour at the bakery. 
6)
6) The white cat spent his days watching birds through a window. 
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Story #14[image: ]
Mrs. O’Hara’s Halloween Candy 
 Mrs. O”Hara always enjoyed buying candy for the trick or treaters in her  neighborhood. Last year, though, she ended up with a lot of leftover candy. As  she thought about it, the excess candy was probably a result of the children in  her neighborhood growing up and getting too old to go trick or treating. This  year she made a list before going to the store, thinking back to what kind of  candy she had left over last Halloween. 
 When she got home from the store, Mrs. O’Hara sorted and counted her  candy. She poured 2 large bags of Smarties into her orange bowl. Next came one  bag of wrapped bubble gum., which she put into a black bowl. “This ought to be  enough bubble gum since it wasn’t a favorite last year,” she thought. Mrs. O’Hara  knew that bubble gum was Jimmy, her next door neighbor’s, favorite, though, so  she didn’t want to do away with bubble gum all together. 
 She got out her largest bowl for the assortment of Hershey’s kisses. “I’m  glad kisses still seem to be so popular since they are my favorite, too. I hope I  have some left over.” 
 Mrs. O’Hara was pleased with her purchase and felt ready for this year’s  trick or treaters. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Mrs. O’Hara didn’t like giving candy to trick or treaters. 
1)  
2) Mrs. O’Hara was counting on a fair number of children liking  
2) 
 Smarties this Halloween. 
3) Mrs. O’Hara thought that she had leftover candy last Halloween  
3) 
 because the weather was so bad. 
4) Mrs. O’Hara had a pretty good memory of what candy she gave 
4) 
 away last Halloween. 
5) Mrs. O’Hara liked to wear a costume on Halloween. 
5) 
6) Mrs. O’Hara hoped she had left over Hershey kisses. 
6) 
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Story # 15 
The Timid Little Spider 
 Mama Spider was incredibly busy raising a family of 42 baby spiders in the cozy little web she had spun in the living room corner of the haunted house at 13 W. Spooksville Drive. Every day she had to catch flies and prepare them for the meals, then find time to teach the baby spiders the ways of the world. 
 All of her children were smart and eager to learn, but Mama was concerned about little Spinetta. She was a dainty little spider who spent her days crouched  far back into the corner crack of the ceiling watching her brothers and sisters playing. Day after day Mama coaxed her to come out and join the adventure, but Spinetta preferred to observe from the corner. 
 The children were growing quickly, and soon it would be time for them to venture forth from the web and make it on their own. Mama worried that Spinetta wouldn’t be ready for this independent adventure. Spinetta’s brother Spinner was the only sibling who was able to get her out of the corner, and one day persuaded her to take a jump and try spinning silk. Spinetta gave a little hop, got stuck in the web, and crept quickly back into the corner before she had any success spinning silk. 
 One day during playtime Spinetta sat watching and heard a cry from below. Spinner was tangled in the web, and quite frightened. Much to Mama’s surprise, Spinetta took a huge leap and came to her brother’s rescue. Brother and sister spider climbed up the web hand in hand. 
 “Maybe that was a turning point in Spinetta’s little life!”, Mama thought to herself, and breathed a sigh of relief. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) 
1) Mama thought that Spinetta might be ready to become  more adventurous. 
2) There were more than 40 spiders in the Spider family. 2) 
3) 
3) Flies were a main part of the spider’s diet. 
4) 
4) Spinetta trusted Spinner. 
5) 
5) The baby spiders were 3 months old. 
6)
6) Spinetta was successful the first time she tried  
 spinning silk. 
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Story #16 
The Bossy Witch 
 The sun was just coming up when a shrill whistle sounded throughout the  haunted house. Greta Ghost rolled over in bed and moaned, ”Oh, no, today, too?  Winifred Witch is at it again!”  
 Soon all of the spooky residents of the haunted house were out of bed whether  they wanted to be up or not. Winifred Witch had put herself in charge of  “Halloween Spook Preparation” this year and was acting like a drill sergeant. Every  morning the black cats, ghosts, witches, and bats did stretching exercises, then  practiced making their spookiest noises until their throats hurt. Usually they  looked forward to scaring all of the trick or treaters that came to the haunted  house, but this year they had such sore muscles and were so tired that they  couldn’t wait for Halloween to be over. 
 “Please, Winifred, give us a break for one day so that we will be well-rested  and enthusiastic when Halloween rolls around the day after tomorrow,” begged the  littlest black cat. 
 “I refuse to give up now!”, cackled Winifred. ”One more day of practice and I’m  positive that we’ll have the spookiest Halloween ever. Now get up and start those  push ups!” 
 No one was happy, but they were afraid to disagree with Winifred anymore, so  one by one the Halloween creatures began another long day of grueling exercise. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) The story takes place on October 29th. 
1) 
2) The Halloween creatures had been practicing their spooky  
2) 
 noises for a long time each day. 
3) The littlest black cat was probably able to convince Winifred  
3) 
 to let the creatures rest. 
4) Twenty Halloween characters lived in the haunted house. 4) 
5) Winifred Witch was bossy. 
5) 
6) The characters decided to do as Winifred commanded again. 6)
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Story #17 
Molly’s Costume 
 Molly was planning a Halloween costume that matched her very  favorite topic. She had a large collection of books about insects. Her  bedroom walls were covered with bug pictures. When she went outside  to play and her friends ran to the swing set, she could be found sitting  cross-legged on the sidewalk observing a group of ants building a  home. When Halloween was coming up it surprised no one that Molly  began planning a bumble bee costume. 
 Molly drew a sketch of her costume, then her mom took her to the  craft store where they picked out material and accessories to create  an awesome bee costume. Molly could hardly wait until it was time to  trick or treat! 
 The day before Halloween, Molly’s grandma showed up at their  house with a big bag labeled “for Molly.” Grandma knew that Molly  would love her surprise! Was it a new toy? A yummy treat? Molly  opened the bag and pulled out a sparkling pink princess costume that  looked to be just her size. Molly glanced at her mom, swallowed hard,  and her heart began to race. What in the world would she say?  Dressing as a princess was the last thing Molly wanted to do on  Halloween. It looked like this was turning into one nightmare of a  holiday! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Molly liked to plan.  
1) 
2) Molly became nervous when she saw the princess costume. 2) 
3) Sometimes Molly liked to play all by herself. 
3) 
4) Grandma probably knew that Molly had her heart set on  
4) 
being an insect for Halloween  
5) Halloween was turning into a nightmare because Molly had  
5) 
a fever. 
6)
6) Molly had dressed up as an insect on previous Halloweens. 
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Story # 18 
A Pumpkin Farm Field Trip 
 Mrs. Bennett’s kindergarten class took a field trip to a pumpkin farm one sunny day in October. There were so many things to see and do the class almost didn’t make it back to the school bus in time to return to school for lunch! 
 Jamie’s favorite activity at the pumpkin farm was bobbing for apples. Red, yellow and green apples were floating in a big metal tub of water. The children took turns putting their hands behind their back and trying to pick up an apple with their teeth. Jamie was proud of the shiny red apple he was able to retrieve from the tub. 
 The pumpkin farm had a little petting zoo in which the children could pet baby rabbits and feed chicks and baby goats. Goat whiskers tickled Angie’s hand as she fed a tiny gray goat some of the corn mixture the petting zoo helper provided. Angie’s friend, Cara, liked looking at the animals, but left the feeding to her classmates. 
 Many of the kindergarteners who were fond of arts and crafts loved the pumpkin decorating station. Paints, markers, buttons, sequins, beads, and other sparkly objects were displayed in an art box and the children could decorate a pumpkin using any of the supplies they liked. Bobby painted a pumpkin to look like a pirate, adding an eye patch and beard to the face he had drawn. Tamara chose to combine sequins and beads in a circular pattern covering her entire pumpkin. 
 Before leaving, every student had an opportunity to walk through the corn maze. The corn stalks grew taller than most of the children’s height even on their tippy toes! Left, right, right, left, the children zigzagged through the corn stalks until they reached the end of their path. After finishing the maze, the kindergarteners reluctantly boarded the bus to return to school. What a fun trip! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) No one in the kindergarten class was absent the day  
1) 
 of the field trip. 
2) Everyone’s decorated pumpkin had a face. 
2) 
3) The corn stalks in the maze were about one foot tall. 
3) 
4) The kindergarteners spent the morning at the pumpkin farm, 
4) 
 but went back to school for the afternoon. 
5) Jamie was able to pick up an apple with his teeth. 
5) 
6) Cara didn’t want to feed the baby animals.  
6)
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Story # 19 
Scattered Bones 
 Clank! Clink! Clank! The wind was really brisk that cool autumn evening,. The witches grabbed their wool shawls before departing on their broomsticks and the ghosts draped flannel sheets over themselves. The three skeletons hanging on the porch were not so lucky they had no extra blanket or warm covering to protect their brittle bones from the stiff breeze! 
 Clink! Clank! Thud…Down came the thinnest skeleton. It fell to the porch, became tangled in the porch swing, and quick as a wink , bones were scattered all over the porch.  “Oh, no!”, shrieked the largest skeleton. “There goes Skinny Bones…What ever shall we do!” Something had to be done to put Skinny Bones back together quickly. Although the dalmatian who lived next door was on what looked to be a sturdy leash, he was barking and drooling, anticipating what looked to be a delicious snack on the neighbor’s front porch.  As the Halloween characters continued to come up with a solution to put poor Skinny Bones back together, a light came on from inside the house and out stepped Sarah. She had heard loud noises above the wind howling and had come out to see if any of her family Halloween decorations had been disturbed by the wind. She spotted the scattered bones immediately.  “I’ll need a box to gather the skeleton bones. Then I’ll bring them inside and have Mom help me put that broken skeleton back together before the wind blows everything away,” Sarah thought to herself. 
 Sarah’s quick thinking saved the day. Within minutes she and her mom were able to string the bones back together, tie a few knots, and Skinny Bones was a good as new.  “I guess I’ll be hanging around with you guys on Halloween after all!, “ exclaimed a relieved Skinny Bones once Sarah had returned inside. With that, the other decorations gave a cheer and were able to continue their spooky clanking and clinking as the wind continued blowing through the night. 
  
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) The dalmatian wanted to chew on Skinny Bones as a snack. 1) 
2) Sarah and her mom were able to put all the bones back 
2) 
 together.  
3) Sarah put the loose bones in a bag. 
3) 
4) The thinnest skeleton is the one that broke. 
4) 
5) It was the windiest day Sarah could ever remember. 
5) 
6) The witches and the ghosts had methods for keeping warm..  6)
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Painted Windows 
 Every year the middle school children in Springfield had the opportunity to decorate the shop windows in town at Halloween time. This year the painting was scheduled to take place on Saturday, September 25th. During art class Mrs. White gave her students some time to work with their partner to decide what kind of painting they would like to create. 
 “I think it would be fun to paint a haunted house with all kinds of spooky creatures!,” Marcia shared with her partner, Dawn. 
 Dawn hesitated. “I don’t know, Marcia…I’m not very good at drawing monsters.” 
 Marcia reassured her that her artistic skills were just fine, and she could do the house and scenery if she thought that would be easier. Marcia was happy to paint monsters. 
 Jeff and Tim were busy planning a vampire scene, the bloodier the better. Mrs. White reminded them that any pictures that seemed to depict inappropriate violence would be washed from the windows, and suggested they revise some of their details. 
 Pumpkin patches seemed to be a popular pick, and several students were already busy sketching vines and scarecrows as Mrs. White circulated.  “I’m really excited about this coming Saturday’s art project!,” exclaimed Mrs. White. “With all of the artistic talent I see and the hard work and planning that is going on we just might have the entire town admiring the windows on Halloween!” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) Marcia was a more confident artist than Dawn. 
1) 
2) The middle school children had to plan their painting  
2) 
 as homework.. 
3) There were no rules about what the students could include 
3) 
 in their painting. 
4) There would be more than one painting of a pumpkin patch. 4) 
5) Each painting included at least one pumpkin. 
5) 
6) Mrs. White was worried that her students were rushing  6)
 and the painting wouldn’t look nice. 
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Story # 1 [image: ][image: ]
Katie’s Halloween Candy 
 Katie had a great time trick or treating with her friends on Halloween. She couldn’t wait to get home to sort her candy. When she got home she took off her princess costume and got into some nice, cozy pajamas. After that, she got busy! 
 Katie dumped all of her candy onto the kitchen table. She got three bowls out of the cupboard and set them on the table. She pulled out a big handful of candy and put the M & M’s in one bowl, the fruit flavored suckers in the second bowl, and the coconut-chocolate candy bars in the third bowl. The next time around, the Lifesaver candy went with the suckers, the milk chocolate bar went with the M & M’s, and the chocolate covered peanuts went with the coconut-chocolate bars. 
 “Grandpa will be happy when I give him all the coconut and peanut filled candy-those are his favorites! I’m glad someone will enjoy eating them”, Katie told her dog, Jack, as he looked on hungrily. 
 Katie continued sorting until all 57 pieces were in one of the three bowls. She couldn’t decide what to eat first. Cherry Lifesavers sounded really refreshing, but a milk chocolate bar would melt in her mouth right about now…hmmmmm!?! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) don’t know 2) true 
3) don’t know 4) true 
5) don’t know 6) true
1) Katie went trick or treating with two friends. 
2) Katie didn’t care for coconut or nuts. 
3) Grandpa didn’t like plain chocolate bars. 
4) There were 57 pieces of candy in Katie’s trick or treat bag. 5) Halloween was Katie’s favorite holiday.  
6) Katie liked fruit flavored hard candy and plain chocolate candy 
 about the same. 
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Story #2 
The Ghosts at T.J.’s House 
 T.J. was convinced that a family of ghosts had decided to move into  his house. Although he had never seen a ghost anywhere, a number of  suspicious things seemed to keep on happening around the house. Before 
leaving for school every day T.J. always made sure that his car  collection was on the top shelf of his closet and that his bedroom door  was closed. This became a habit with him after he came home one day  to find that his 3 year old brother had dumped his collection upside  down and taken many cars to all of the rooms of the house to play.  Then, on Wednesday after school, he went to clear the snack plate and  the half full glass of orange juice he had left on his dresser the night  before.The glass was empty and all of the pizza crusts were gone. T.J.  never finished his pizza crust! 
 When T.J. shared his concerns with his mom she laughed and said,  “You have quite a vivid imagination, T.J. No matter how odd it may  seem, blaming something that doesn’t exist for your messes is not a  good idea.” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) true 
4) don’t know 5) true 
6) don’t know
1) T.J.’s little brother got into mischief some times. 2) T.J. liked pizza toppings more than pizza crust. 3) T.J. had a car collection. 
4) A family of ghosts lived with T.J.’s family. 5) T.J.’s mom didn’t believe in ghosts. 
6) T.J. was afraid of ghosts. 
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Story #3 
The Johnstown Haunted House 
 Joe and his friend Mike loved to visit the Johnstown haunted house every fall. Ever  since they could remember, a sign appeared at the corner of Main St. and 3rd Ave.  around the middle of October. This familiar sign was an advertisement for the local  haunted house, which was open to all customers willing to pay a $3.00 entry fee. 
 This fall, however, October 15th and 16th went by and the corner remained empty.  Joe and Mike waited patiently as October 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th went by and the  corner still had no sign. Many people were concerned, and some citizens of Johnstown  began to speculate about possible reasons that no haunted house advertisement had  appeared. 
 “I think attendance was down last year,” Mr. Jones stated. 
 “The couple who comes to town to decorate the house was getting rather old,” Mr.  Green added to the conversation. No one knew much about this couple-they just  appeared in the middle of October, set up and ran the haunted house, then seemed to  disappear the minute Halloween was over. 
 Joe and Mike, perhaps, were the most disappointed of all. Then early October 22nd Mike appeared on Joe’s doorstep with a toolbox and a big, bumpy canvas bag. When  Joe answered the door a big grin spread across Mike’s face. Perhaps the citizens of  Johnstown wouldn’t be disappointed after all! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) don’t know    
4) false 
5) true 
6) false
1) It cost $3.00 for a haunted house ticket in Johnstown. 2) Mike thought that he and Joe could recreate a haunted house. 
3) The haunted house had one hundred less visitors than usual   last year. 
4) The couple who normally decorated the haunted house were  long-time residents of Johnstown. 
5) The haunted house was a popular Halloween attraction. 
6) The old couple had been decorating the haunted house  for approximately 2-3 years. 
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Wanda Witch’s Brew 
 Wanda Witch was busy making her famous witch’s brew for the  Halloween party. She wanted to be careful adding the exact  ingredients that the recipe called for, because many of her friends had  made comments about how tasty it was the last few years. After  searching her cupboards she determined that she was all out of bat  wings. A trip to the local “Witch’s Market” was going to be necessary.  Wanda grabbed her list, hopped on her broom, and headed for the  store. 
 As she flew to the store, Wanda thought about how popular bat  wings were this time of year. She glanced at her watch several times  and kicked her broomstick in hopes of making it go faster. “What will I  do if the ’Witch’s Market’ is all out of bat wings?”, she thought to  herself as she approached the store. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) don’t know    
4) true 
5) false 
6) don’t know
1) Wanda Witch used her broom as transportation to the store. 
2) Wanda had brought her witch’s brew to previous Halloween   parties. 
3) Lots of witches would be attending the party. 
4) Wanda was nervous because she was afraid the store might be   out of bat wings 
5) Bat wings need to be refrigerated. (text evidence for “false”-  the witch looked in the cupboard, not the refrigerator) 
6) The recipe had five different ingredients. 
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Ryan’s Costume 
 Ryan had a great idea for his Halloween costume this year. It was  creative, simple to make, and wouldn’t cost a lot of money. All he needed to do was make sure that his mom would let him use  some of the spare toilet paper he found under the bathroom sink. He  took two rolls and stashed them in his bedroom closet just in case  anyone decided to use them before Halloween arrived. 
 After school on Halloween, Ryan and his big brother, John, helped  each other get into their costumes. John was able to fasten the knee  and shoulder pads of his costume himself, and slipped on his jersey  before asking Ryan for help buckling his helmet. Ryan needed quite a  bit of assistance. He stood very still while John carefully walked around  and around him, wrapping him from head to toe with toilet paper as he  went. The only problem Ryan anticipated was that if the weather  forecast was correct, they would be having some drizzle during trick or  treating. He hoped the weatherman was wrong as they hurried out the  door to begin trick or treating. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) don’t know 
3) true 
  
4) true 
5) true 
6) false
1) John was dressing up as a football player. 
2) Ryan has two brothers. 
3) Ryan created a mummy costume. 
4) Ryan thought his costume might be ruined if it rained 5) John needed help putting on his helmet. 
6) Ryan bought his costume at the store. 
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Story #6 
The Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
 Mr. McIntosh’s 4th grade was having a pumpkin decorating contest. All  of the students were given a medium sized pumpkin on the Friday night  before Halloween. The contest was voluntary, but if a student wanted to  participate there were several rules to follow. Mr. McIntosh emphasized  that the design or theme they chose had to be totally original. This meant  that nothing could be electronically copied and attached and no attempts to  represent an already existing character or person were to be part of the  design. Otherwise, the students were given a long list of possible art  supplies and household items they might choose to use, and asked to check  with the teacher if something they wanted to use wasn’t on the list.  Everyone went home for the weekend very excited to work on the project.   On Monday most of the students brought in their completed pumpkins.  Everyone seemed particularly interested in two pumpkins. One of the most  popular was Robert’s pumpkin, which looked amazingly like Chewbacca from  Star Wars . Robert had carefully and artistically added color and detail  using acrylic paint. As the students admired his pumpkin, Robert bragged,  “This pumpkin is headed for the blue ribbon case for sure!” 
 Another admired pumpkin belonged to Amanda. It was decorated with an  interesting pattern of textured neon colors and adorned with a variety of  beads that sparkled with blue and white light. When Patty paid a  compliment to Amanda’s artwork, she replied,” I really like your pumpkin,  too!” 
 The entire class could hardly wait until it was time for the pumpkins to  be judged. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) true 
  
4) true 
5) don’t know 6) true
1) Robert thought his pumpkin was going to win. 
2) Amanda’s pumpkin could be described as “eye-catching.” 3) Halloween was less than seven days away. 
4) Robert didn’t follow the rules of the pumpkin decorating contest 5) Mr. McIntosh would be awarding three pumpkins. 
6) It was unlikely that a lot of pumpkins would come to school  decorated the same way. 
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*An example of what could be considered text 
evidence and/or inference clues for 2  statements-definitely a discussion starter  
Story #7 
with no definitive answer! 
The Bat Family’s Halloween 
 It was Halloween Eve and Mrs. Bat was trying to finish all of her chores so  she would have plenty of time to spend with her children on Halloween. Her  family had a Halloween tradition they had been taking part in for the past five  years, and she wanted this year’s festivities to be as much fun as ever. 
 As she washed the dishes, she made a plan in her mind. She would wake up  the three children for an early supper. *She would have to set the alarm for  4:00 P.M. sharp so they wouldn’t oversleep. *After feasting on an insect pie,  they would hang upside down for a short rest and plan their route. At 6:00  sharp the family would get up, stretch their muscles, and begin their Halloween  flight around the neighborhood. Her little bats loved to follow the children  around the neighborhood as they trick or treated, guessing who was dressed up  in which costume and swooping down close to get a good look at the treats each  child had. Sometimes when the bats swooped down, a little girl or boy would  shriek, tossing a bag full of candy upside down and spilling everything on the  sidewalk. This delighted the bat children, because that gave them an  opportunity to quickly grab a piece of candy or two for themselves. Mrs. Bat  chuckled to herself as she remembered that each year her children thought  they would like the beloved candy, but took one bite, made a horrible face, and  tossed the candy to the ground.  
 “If only they made candy out of mosquitoes and beetles” she said to herself,  “My family would have an even happier Halloween!” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) false 
2) false 
3) false   
4) true 5) true 6) true
1) The bat children loved candy. (this is a sort of “opposite”  inference-we know it’s NOT true because of the bat children's  reaction-as always ,use teacher judgment on choosing this and  other statements like it…#2 & #3 can be proven with opposite  evidence as well…) 
2) This was the first year the bat family would be following the trick  or treaters.  
3) The bat children wake up around the same time that nine year old  children wake up to go to school. 
4) The neighborhood children were afraid of bats. 
5) The bat family would be waking up at 4:00 P.M. on Halloween. 
6) The children spilled candy because the bats startled them. Amy Bratsos ©2013 
Story #8 
The Brave Boys 
 Thomas and Drew were well-known at school as “the kids who weren’t afraid of  ANYTHING”, so when Halloween came around they liked to show off their supposed  amazing courage. After school one day Thomas remembered something he had seen on  his way to school. 
 “Who wants to come with me to check out the old abandoned house on Elm St.?”, he  asked a group of boys who were locking their lockers. “It’s been quiet for weeks, but  this morning on my way to school I think I heard some kind of moaning or crying coming  from the shed out back.” 
The boys hesitated, looking at each other nervously before answering.  “Uh, I think my mom said I have to go shoe shopping right after school,” David  answered. 
 “I’ve got too much homework,” said Alan. That left Brandon standing silently. He  couldn’t think of an excuse, so he, Thomas, and Drew headed towards Elm St. As they  got close, Brandon began to slow down. 
 “I think I changed my…”started Brandon. Just then a muted cry came from the  direction of the abandoned house. The sound startled Drew, so he stopped in his tracks  with Thomas right behind him. 
 Drew said, “I think I’ll stand out front and guard the place while you guys go check  it out.” Before he was finished speaking, Brandon had hurried into the yard and  disappeared. In a moment he returned with a golden striped kitten in his arms. 
 Brandon grinned and said, “Next time you need someone to fight off the wild beasts,  guys, be sure you call me!” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) don’t know   
4) true 
5) don’t know 6) true
1) Alan and David didn’t want to go to the abandoned house. 2) Brandon couldn’t think of a reason not to join Thomas and Drew. 3) Thomas invited six boys to go investigate the abandoned house. 4) Drew might have been scared of the mysterious noise. 5) The boys were in 5th grade. 
6) Brandon had a good sense of humor. 
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Story #9 
The Sick Ghost 
 Gus Ghost was under the weather. His head was pounding, he ached all over,  and when he woke up Halloween morning his sheets were drenched in sweat.   “What a dreadful day to be sick!”, he moaned. 
 The witch doctor had recommended that Gus drink plenty of fluids, but this  morning when Gus opened the refrigerator all that he could find was a plate of  left over bat ribs and three apples. Ghost homes are usually without running  water, so Gus had nowhere to turn if he wanted to stay hydrated and get well  before trick or treating. He munched on an apple while deciding what to do. Gus  packed some sunscreen and sunglasses in his backpack (ghosts are very fair and  burn easily in the sun if they’re not careful!) and headed out the door.  When he got to his destination he was greeted by a group of friendly ghosts. “Glad to see you again, Gus! Do you want to play ‘Toss the Pumpkin’?,”  a ghost called to him. 
 “You don’t want to get near me because I might be contagious,” Gus replied as  he dove into the cool water.  
 Gus splashed around as best as he could in his condition, then got out, wrung  himself out, and jumped onto the clothesline so he could hang around until he was  dry. 
 “I sure hope I feel better in a couple of hours,” Gus said wearily, and his  friends nodded their heads in agreement.  
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) true 
  
4) don’t know 5) true 
6) true
1) Gus visited a lake or pool. 
2) The refrigerator had no liquid refreshment stored in it. 3) Ghosts are white and so they sunburn easily. 4) Gus had been sick for four days. 
5) Gus had been swimming at the same place before today. 6) Gus didn’t need a towel to dry himself. 
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Story #10 
Smashed Pumpkins 
 Every year Mrs. Sullivan looks forward to decorating her house for Halloween.  On the last day of September she goes up in the attic and gets down three big  boxes full of all kinds of Halloween decorations Bony skeletons hang from the  curtain rods, black cats are scattered on tabletops in every room. She even hangs  a silky spider web in the corner of the bathroom. 
 After displaying her own decorations, Mrs. Sullivan traditionally goes to the  local pumpkin patch and buys an assortment of pumpkins and autumn squash. She  carefully arranges a display on her fireplace mantel and finally designs a miniature  pumpkin patch on her front porch. Unfortunately, almost every year someone  decides to play an early Halloween trick on her and at least one of the pumpkins  gets smashed, pumpkin innards strewn all over the yard and driveway. This year  she was bound and determined to put a stop to the vandalism. 
 Several hours after sunset when the moon was high, two young neighbor boys  crept quietly into Mrs. Sullivan’s yard. They had just begun their yearly prank  down the street where they had let the air out of the huge ghosts that had been  bobbing up and down on display in the Johnson’s front yard. Still chuckling at their  own cleverness, one of the boys stood watch on the sidewalk as the second boy  approached Mrs. Sullivan’s porch, ready to grab one of the three pumpkins  displayed. Just as he reached the bush covered in cobwebs, a screeching “Meow!”  came blasting out of nowhere! Both boys flew into the air and ran home so fast  they were out of breath as they reached their front door. If they hadn’t taken  off so swiftly they just might have also heard the soft giggle of an avid Halloween  lover, satisfied that her pumpkins would be safe this year. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 2) true 
3) true   
4) don’t  know 
5) true 6) true
1) Mrs. Sullivan uses some of the same Halloween decorations every year. 2) The boys were frightened by the loud “meow”. 
3) The same two boys have smashed Mrs. Sullivan’s pumpkins in the past. 4) Mrs. Sullivan hands out delicious treats on Halloween. 5) Mrs. Sullivan stayed up to see if her plan worked. 
6) The pumpkins on Mrs. Sullivan’s porch came from a pumpkin patch. 
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Story #11 
The Costume Shop 
 Mr. and Mrs. Greene owned a costume shop in a small town called Blacksville.  It was a fairly popular store, and people came from surrounding towns to pick  out all kinds of costumes for parties and special events. Mr. Greene enjoyed  researching the latest popular characters so he could restock his costume  inventory and Mrs. Greene was great at coming up with clever advertising  gimmicks to keep customers interested in returning to their store. The  Greenes were very happy, successful business people for many years.  Halloween, of course, was the costume shop’s busiest time of year. Mr.  Greene stocked up on a wide variety of costumes, and Mrs. Greene made sure to  double the number of newspaper ads in the local newspaper starting at the  beginning of October. For several years, though, the number of customers  returning to their shop during Halloween season had gotten increasingly smaller.  Mr. and Mrs. Greene became discouraged, as they were hoping to retire soon  and leave their business to their son, Tom, who was looking forward to owning  the store. One night they had Tom over for dinner and began to discuss the  decline in sales. 
 “Please stop looking at your phone and the Internet when I’m trying to talk to  you about advertising problems!” exclaimed the frustrated Mrs. Greene.  “But Mom”, Tom objected, ”I’m actually in the process of working on  increasing costume sales right at this minute!” Mrs. Greene, who thought her  son’s behavior was rude, was skeptical about any ideas he had at that moment,  but decided to see what her son had to say. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true  
2) true 
3) true 
4) true 
5) don’t know 6) true
1) Halloween was the costume shop’s busiest time of year. 
2) Mr. and Mrs. Greene were worried that they wouldn’t be passing   a successful business on to their son, Tom. 
3) Mrs. Greene didn’t know very much about Internet sales. 
4) Recently Mr. and Mrs. Greene didn’t make as much money from their  business as they did several years ago. 
5) Ghost costumes were the biggest seller at the costume shop. 
6) Tom was coming up with an idea about advertising the costume shop  using the Internet. Amy Bratsos ©2013 
Story #12 
Which Costume? 
 Allie loved holidays. She loved shopping for gifts at Christmas time,  watching fireworks on the Fourth of July, and eating turkey on Thanksgiving.  However, her very favorite holiday was Halloween. This year she couldn’t  decide on a costume. She had two ideas, but didn’t know which one to choose.  She had been watching a lot of baseball over the summer and had become an  enthusiastic fan, so thought it would be fun to dress up like a baseball player.  Her older brother, Dan, had been playing baseball for several summers and  told her it would be okay to borrow a pair of baseball pants as long as she  knew that she’d be in trouble if she ripped them! She had a Chicago Cubs t shirt and baseball cap she had received as a birthday gift, so that costume  was ready to go. The problem was that last winter her mom had bought Allie  an adorable polar bear costume at a resale shop in her aunt’s neighborhood  after Allie pleaded, begged, and agreed to do extra chores. Until the  baseball season came around, Allie had her heart set on surprising everyone  as a polar bear on Halloween. 
 None of her family members or friends were very helpful with  suggestions, so Allie decided that she would just wait for the local weather  forecast to make a decision. Hopefully she wouldn’t grow too much in one  year, or she would be invited to a costume party during another season, and  whichever costume she didn’t wear this Halloween would be worn and admired  at a later date! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) don’t know 3) true 
4) don’t know 5) false 
6) false
1) Allie’s favorite holiday was Halloween. 
2) Allie had been a baseball fan ever since she was two years old. 
3) If Halloween turned out to be rainy and cold, Allie would wear  her polar bear costume. 
4) Last Halloween Allie dressed as a cheerleader. 
5) When Allie saw the polar bear costume, her mom offered to buy  it right away 
6) Allie planned to give away the costume she didn’t wear. 
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The White Cat and the Black Cat 
 One fine day in October a white cat met a black cat on his way to the park.  The white cat had come from his cozy home on main Street where he lived with  the Peterson family, spending his days lounging in a sun spot swishing his tail  watching the birds fly by out of a big picture window. The black cat led quite a  different life, sitting in the cobweb shadows of a dark and spooky haunted  house quietly observing the witches busy making brew. 
 “Are you getting ready to celebrate Halloween,” asked the white cat.  “Oh, yes,” replied the black cat. “It’s quite busy at my house with the  witches frantically stirring their brew casting spells on anyone who dares to get  in their way. They want to be sure to have enough brew prepared by Halloween. I  came out for some peace and quiet.” 
 The white cat, who was actually quite bored and looking for excitement,  suggested, “How about we disguise ourselves and return to each others’ homes?  I can have some excitement in my life and you can get some rest in my quiet sun  spot.” 
The suggestion sounded wonderful to the black cat, who pointed to a nearby  mud puddle. “I believe a disguise for you will be quite simple to create. We’ll have  to find a nearby bakery in order for me to cover my dark fur with something  white, but I am more than willing to make the effort.” 
The two new friends set off to make the switch, hoping that a life style change  would do both of them a world of good. What do you think?!?! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) don’t know 4) true 
5) true 
6) true
1) The white cat planned to die his fur black by rolling in a mud puddle. 2) The black cat was overwhelmed by too much Halloween excitement. 3) The white cat didn’t like the family with whom she lived. 4) The witches were especially busy because Halloween was near. 5) The cats hoped to find some left over flour at the bakery. 6) The white cat spent his days watching birds through a window. 
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Mrs. O’Hara’s Halloween Candy 
 Mrs. O”Hara always enjoyed buying candy for the trick or treaters in her  neighborhood. Last year, though, she ended up with a lot of leftover candy. As  she thought about it, the excess candy was probably a result of the children in  her neighborhood growing up and getting too old to go trick or treating. This  year she made a list before going to the store, thinking back to what kind of  candy she had left over last Halloween. 
 When she got home from the store Mrs. O’Hara sorted and counted her  candy. She poured 2 large bags of Smarties into her orange bowl. Next came one  bag of wrapped bubble gum., which she put into a black bowl. “This ought to be  enough bubble gum since it wasn’t a favorite last year,” she thought. Mrs. O’Hara  knew that bubble gum was Jimmy, her next door neighbor’s, favorite, though, so  she didn’t want to do away with bubble gum all together. 
 She got out her largest bowl for the assortment of Hershey’s kisses. “I’m  glad kisses still seem to be so popular since they are my favorite, too. I hope I  have some left over.” 
 Mrs. O’Hara was pleased with her purchase and felt ready for this year’s  trick or treaters. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) false 
2) true 
3) false 
4) true 
5) don’t know 6) true 
1) Mrs. O’Hara didn’t like giving candy to trick or treaters. 
2) Mrs. O’Hara was counting on a fair number of children liking   Smarties this Halloween. 
3) Mrs. O’Hara thought that she had leftover candy last Halloween   because the weather was so bad. 
4) Mrs. O’Hara wanted to have enough bubblegum to give some to   her neighbor, Jimmy.. 
5) Mrs. O’Hara liked to wear a costume on Halloween. 6) Mrs. O’Hara hoped she had left over Hershey kisses. 
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The Timid Little Spider 
 Mama Spider was incredibly busy raising a family of 42 baby spiders in the cozy little web she had spun in the living room corner of the haunted house at 13 W. Spooksville Drive. Every day she had to catch flies and prepare them for the meals, then find time to teach the baby spiders the ways of the world. 
 All of her children were smart and eager to learn, but Mama was concerned about little Spinetta. She was a dainty little spider who spent her days crouched  in the corner crack of the ceiling watching her brothers and sisters playing. Day after day Mama coaxed her to come out and join the adventure, but Spinetta preferred to observe from the corner. 
 The children were growing quickly, and soon it would be time for them to venture forth from the web and make it on their own. Mama worried that Spinetta wouldn’t be ready for this independent adventure. Spinetta’s brother, Spinner, was the only sibling who was able to get her out of the corner, and one day persuaded her to take a jump and try spinning silk. Spinetta gave a little hop, got stuck in the web, and crept quickly back into the corner before she had any success spinning silk. 
 One day during playtime Spinetta sat watching and heard a cry from below. Spinner was tangled in the web, and quite frightened. Much to Mama’s surprise, Spinetta took a huge leap and came to her brother’s rescue. The brother and sister spider climbed up the web hand in hand. 
 “Maybe that was a turning point in Spinetta’s little life!”, Mama thought to herself, and breathed a sigh of relief. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) true 
4) true 
5) don’t know 6) false
1) Mama thought that Spinetta might be ready to become  more adventurous. 
2) There were more than 40 spiders in the Spider family. 3) Flies were a main part of the spider’s diet. 4) Spinetta trusted Spinner. 
5) The baby spiders were 3 months old. 
6) Spinetta was successful the first time she tried   spinning silk. 
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Story #16 
The Bossy Witch 
 The sun was just coming up when a shrill whistle sounded throughout the  haunted house. Greta Ghost rolled over in bed and moaned, ”Oh, no, today, too?  Winifred Witch is at it again!”  
 Soon all of the spooky residents of the haunted house were out of bed whether  they wanted to be up or not. Winifred Witch had put herself in charge of  “Halloween Spook Preparation” this year and was acting like a drill sergeant. Every  morning the black cats, ghosts, witches, and bats did stretching exercises, then  practiced making their spookiest noises until their throats hurt. Usually they  looked forward to scaring all of the trick or treaters that came to the haunted  house, but this year they had such sore muscles and were so tired that they  couldn’t wait for Halloween to be over. 
 “Please, Winifred, give us a break for one day so that we will be well-rested  and enthusiastic when Halloween rolls around the day after tomorrow,” begged the  littlest black cat. 
 “I refuse to give up now!” cackled Winifred. ”One more day of practice and I’m  positive that we’ll have the spookiest Halloween ever. Now get up and start those  push ups!” 
 No one was happy, but they were afraid to disagree with Winifred anymore, so  one by one the Halloween creatures began another long day of grueling exercise. 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) false 
4) don’t know 5) true 
6) true
1) The story takes place on October 29th. 
2) The Halloween creatures had been practicing their spooky   noises for a long time each day. 
3) The littlest black cat was probably able to convince Winifred   to let the creatures rest. 
4) Twenty Halloween characters lived in the haunted house. 5) Winifred Witch was bossy. 
6) The characters decided to do as Winifred commanded again. 
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Story #17 
Molly’s Costume 
 Molly was planning a Halloween costume that matched her very  favorite topic. She had a large collection of books about insects. Her  bedroom walls were covered with bug pictures. When she went outside  to play and her friends ran to the swing set, she could be found sitting  cross-legged on the sidewalk observing a group of ants building a  home. When Halloween was coming up it surprised no one that Molly  began planning a bumble bee costume. 
 Molly drew a sketch of her costume, then her mom took her to the  craft store where they picked out material and accessories to create  an awesome bee costume. Molly could hardly wait until it was time to  trick or treat! 
 The day before Halloween, Molly’s grandma showed up at their  house with a big bag labeled “for Molly.” Grandma knew that Molly  would love her surprise! Was it a new toy? A yummy treat? Molly  opened the bag and pulled out a sparkling pink princess costume that  looked to be just her size. Molly glanced at her mom, swallowed hard,  and her heart began to race. What in the world would she say?  Dressing as a princess was the last thing Molly wanted to do on  Halloween. It looked like this was turning into one nightmare of a  holiday! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) true 
4) false 
5) true 
6) don’t know
1) Molly liked to plan  
2) Molly became nervous when she saw the princess costume. 3) Sometimes Molly liked to play all by herself. 
4) Grandma probably knew that Molly had her heart set on  being an insect for Halloween  
5) Halloween was turning into a nightmare because Molly had  a fever. 
6) Molly had dressed up as an insect on previous Halloweens. 
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Story # 18 
A Pumpkin Farm Field Trip 
 Mrs. Bennett’s kindergarten class took a field trip to a pumpkin farm one sunny day in October. There were so many things to see and do the class almost didn’t make it back to the school bus in time to return to school for lunch! 
 Jamie’s favorite activity at the pumpkin farm was bobbing for apples. Red, yellow and green apples were floating in a big metal tub of water. The children took turns putting their hands behind their back and trying to pick up an apple with their teeth. Jamie was proud of the shiny red apple he was able to retrieve from the tub. 
 The pumpkin farm had a little petting zoo in which the children could pet baby rabbits and feed chicks and baby goats. Goat whiskers tickled Angie’s hand as she fed a tiny gray goat some of the corn mixture the petting zoo helper provided. Angie’s friend, Cara, liked looking at the animals, but left the feeding to her classmates. 
 Many of the kindergarteners who were fond of arts and crafts loved the pumpkin decorating station. Paints, markers, buttons, sequins, beads, and other sparkly objects were displayed in an art box and the children could decorate a pumpkin using any of the supplies they liked. Bobby painted a pumpkin to look like a pirate, adding an eye patch and beard to the face he had drawn. Tamara chose to combine sequins and beads in a circular pattern covering her entire pumpkin. 
 Before leaving, every student had an opportunity to walk through the corn maze. The corn stalks grew taller than most of the children’s height even on their tippy toes! Left, right, right, left, the children zigzagged through the corn stalks until they reached the end of their path. After finishing the maze, the kindergarteners reluctantly boarded the bus to return to school. What a fun trip! 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) don’t know 
2) false 
3) false 
4) true 
5) true 
1) No one in the kindergarten class was absent the day   of the field trip. 
2) Everyone’s decorated pumpkin had a face. 
3) The corn stalks in the maze were about one foot tall. 
4) The kindergarteners spent the morning at the pumpkin farm,  but went back to school for the afternoon. 
5) Jamie was able to pick up an apple with his teeth. 
6) true
6) Cara didn’t want to feed the baby animals.  
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Story # 19 
Scattered Bones 
 Clank! Clink! Clank! The wind was really brisk that cool autumn evening,. The witches grabbed their wool shawls before departing on their broomsticks and the ghosts draped flannel sheets over themselves. The three skeletons hanging on the porch were not so lucky they had no extra blanket or warm covering to protect their brittle bones from the stiff breeze! 
 Clink! Clank! Thud…Down came the thinnest skeleton. It fell to the porch, became tangled in the porch swing, and quick as a wink , bones were scattered all over the porch.  “Oh, no!”, shrieked the largest skeleton. “There goes Skinny Bones…What ever shall we do!” Something had to be done to put Skinny Bones back together quickly. Although the Dalmatian who lived next door was on what looked to be a sturdy leash, he was barking and drooling, anticipating what looked to be a delicious snack on the neighbor’s front porch.  As the Halloween characters continued to come up with a solution to put poor Skinny Bones back together, a light came on from inside the house and out stepped Sarah. She had heard loud noises above the wind howling and had come out to see if any of her family Halloween decorations had been disturbed by the wind. She spotted the scattered bones immediately.  “I’ll need a box to gather the skeleton bones. Then I’ll bring them inside and have Mom help me put that broken skeleton back together before the wind blows everything away,” Sarah thought to herself. 
 Sarah’s quick thinking saved the day. Within minutes she and her mom were able to string the bones back together, tie a few knots, and Skinny Bones was a good as new.  “I guess I’ll be hanging around with you guys on Halloween after all!”, exclaimed a relieved Skinny Bones once Sarah had returned inside. With that, the other decorations gave a cheer and were able to continue their spooky clanking and clinking as the wind continued blowing through the night. 
  
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) true 
3) false 
4) true 
5) don’t know 6) true
1) The dalmatian wanted to chew on Skinny Bones as a snack. 
2) Sarah and her mom were able to put all the bones back  together.  
3) Sarah put the loose bones in a bag. 
4) The thinnest skeleton is the one that broke. 
5) It was the windiest day Sarah could ever remember. 
6) The witches and the ghosts had methods for keeping warm..  Amy Bratsos 
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Painted Windows 
 Every year the middle school children in Springfield had the opportunity to decorate the shop windows in town at Halloween time. This year the painting was scheduled to take place on Saturday, September 25th. During art class Mrs. White gave her students some time to work with their partner to decide what kind of painting they would like to create. 
 “I think it would be fun to paint a haunted house with all kinds of spooky creatures!,” Marcia shared with her partner, Dawn. 
 Dawn hesitated. “I don’t know, Marcia…I’m not very good at drawing monsters.” 
 Marcia reassured her that her artistic skills were just fine, and she could do the house and scenery if she thought that would be easier. Marcia was happy to paint monsters. 
 Jeff and Tim were busy planning a vampire scene, the bloodier the better. Mrs. White reminded them that any pictures that seemed to depict inappropriate violence would be washed from the windows, and suggested they revise some of their details. 
 Pumpkin patches seemed to be a popular pick, and several students were already busy sketching vines and scarecrows as Mrs. White circulated.  “I’m really excited about this coming Saturday’s art project!,” exclaimed Mrs. White. “With all of the artistic talent I see and the hard work and planning that is going on, we just might have the entire town admiring the windows on Halloween!” 
True/False/ 
Don’t Know 
1) true 
2) false 
3) false 
4) true 
5) don’t know 6) false
1) Marcia was a more confident artist than Dawn. 
2) The middle school children had to plan their painting   as homework.. 
3) There were no rules about what the students could include  in their painting. 
4) There would be more than one painting of a pumpkin patch. 5) Each painting included at least one pumpkin. 6) Mrs. White was worried that her students were rushing  
 and the painting wouldn’t look nice. 
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