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I hope you enjoy this resource! 
Here are a few ways to stay in touch with me!

• Follow my store.
• Sign up for my monthly email newsletter on my 

blog. I’ll send you important updates and a fun 
freebie!

You may also like the following resources.  Click either image below. 

Click here for more Orton-Gillingham resources.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Emily-Gibbons-The-Literacy-Nest/Category/Storybands
http://www.theliteracynest.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/theliteracynest/
https://www.pinterest.com/theliteracynest/
https://twitter.com/theliteracynest
https://twitter.com/theliteracynest
mailto:theliteracynest@gmail.com
mailto:theliteracynest@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheLiteracyNest
https://www.facebook.com/TheLiteracyNest
https://instagram.com/theliteracynest/
https://instagram.com/theliteracynest/
https://www.bloglovin.com/blogs/literacy-nest-13679255
https://www.bloglovin.com/blogs/literacy-nest-13679255
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Emily-Gibbons-The-Literacy-Nest/Category/Orton-Gillingham
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Syllable-Types-and-Syllable-Division-Multisensory-Activities-3444598
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Syllable-Types-and-Syllable-Division-Multisensory-Activities-3444598
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decodable-Reading-Passages-POMS-Passages-of-the-Month-Subscription-2018-3451946
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decodable-Reading-Passages-POMS-Passages-of-the-Month-Subscription-2018-3451946
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Dear Educator,
Thank you for your purchase! This is a set 
to teach contractions. It is compatible with OG 
or other reading interventions. This resource 
may be used in a 1:1 setting, small group or 
even whole class, depending on your needs. 

NOTE: Please pay special attention to the 
Table of Contents. This is the order of 
instruction I recommend. Games are included 
at the end to use at any point in your 
instruction. They make great review centers. 

Thank you so much for choosing my store 
for your classroom needs. I do appreciate 
your patronage. Please be sure to leave 
feedback on this resource. It helps me, 
future customers, and you’ll earn credit 
towards new purchases!

Sincerely, 
Emily Gibbons, The Literacy Nest
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What is a contraction?
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A contraction is a 
shortened form of 
two words. 
The two words 
are combined with 
an apostrophe to 
form a new word.  
do not don’t

In a contraction, a letter(s) will be removed and 
an apostrophe will take its place.



Contractions

don’t
do not

can’t aren’t

we’ve you’ve they’ve

you’l l we’l l they’l l

isn’t didn’t wouldn’t

she’s he’s it’s
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Directions: Read the words. Write the two words that make the contraction under 
each word. The first one is done for you.

d o  n ot don ’ t

A contraction is a shortened form of two words. The two words 
are combined with an apostrophe to form a new word.  
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do not
don’t

can not
can’t

are not
aren’t

we have
we’ve

you have
you’ve

they have
they’ve

you will
you’ll

we will
we’ll

Contraction Cards
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they will
they’ll

is not
isn’t

did not
didn’t

would not

wouldn’t

she is
she’s

he is
he’s

it is
it’s

Contraction Cards
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Directions: Cut, read and sort the contractions at the bottom. Glue or write 
them into the correct categories. 

not will have are had

Name: Date:

she’ll
aren’t

won’t
you’d

we’vehe’d
you’ll

we’ll

you’re

we’dwe’re

couldn’tthey’re

you’vethey’ve
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Contractions
A contraction is a shortened form of two words. The two words 
are combined with an apostrophe to form a new word.  



Stamp It: Draw a line from circle on the left side to its contraction on the 
right side. Stamp the two circles with a BINGO MARKER. 

Name: Date:

can
not

you’ve

they
will

it
is

you
have

we
are

we’re

they’ll

can’t

it’s
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A contraction is a shortened form of two words. The two words 
are combined with an apostrophe to form a new word.  
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Contraction Fix-It Concentration



do
not

don’t we
are

we’re

you
will

you’ll it
is

it’s

he
has

he’s she
had

she’d

could
have

could’ve should
not

shouldn’t
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Contraction Fix-It Concentration



When they’ll return, it’ll be dark outside.

“Don’t wake the sleeping baby!” said Mom.

We’ve got plenty of room in the trailer.

He’s going to wear a black shirt today.

You’d better practice for the fact test!

Won’t it be nice to swim in the pool?

They’ve been to our house before. 

“It’s starting to rain!” cried Alexis.

15

Contraction Fluency Strips: Read each sentence. Highlight the contractions.

© Emily Gibbons, The Literacy Nest 2017



Directions: Read the passage. Choose 7 contractions to highlight. 

Why are good things about having a mix of friends?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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Contractions
A contraction is a shortened form of two words. The two words 
are combined with an apostrophe to form a new word.  

A Mix of Friends
I’d rather have a friend who’d like to enjoy 

the same things I do, but it isn’t always the case.
I have one friend who’d rather ride a bike than a 
scooter. It doesn’t matter, as long as we’re having a 
good time. A different friend isn’t interested in 
painting pottery like I am, but enjoys beading. She’ll 
make things for me and I do the same.

Sometimes I prefer having a friend who 
won’t disagree with the activities I like. One 
classmate reads short chapter books that I like too, 
so we’ll read them to each other or make book 
trades. A different classmate can’t eat nuts like me, 
so we sit together at lunch. There’s lots of things to 
do when you have a mix of friends! 
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Connect The Four Contractions

Materials: Game board, contraction cards for 

players 1 and 2, cut out and shuffled

Preparation: Place each set of contraction cards in 

an envelope after they are shuffled. There is one 

set of cards for each player.  

Directions

1. Decide who will go first.

2. On a turn, WITHOUT LOOKING, a player will 

draw a card from their envelope. Read the 

contraction out loud. Place the card on an open 

space that has that word in your contraction.

3. Tip: Players are trying to block their opponent 

from connecting four contractions. Think about 

how this can be done as you take your turn on 

the game board.

4. Keep taking turns until someone can connect 

four of the contractions on the game board, OR, 

can no longer play the game.

5. If a player draws a contraction card and there 

is no open space on the board, they lose a turn. 

They should return the card to their envelope.
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1. Laminate the target and spinner template 
pages. 

2. Copy yellow contraction card puzzle pieces on 
cardstock and cut apart. 

3. Use a squishy ball, foam ball or suction targets 
for aiming at the target when a child wins a 
game.

4. Give one game board to each player.
5. Students will each have their own set of puzzle 

pieces.
6. Have students place their game board and 

spread out their puzzle pieces. Place the 
spinner template between the players. Use 
pencil and paperclip for a spinner. NOTE: Each 
space on the spinner has three different 
options to make contractions. 

7. Game directions are on the spinner template.

HIT THE TARGET!
Game Preparation
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HIT THE TARGET!
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HIT THE TARGET!

1. Spin the spinner.
2. Build a contraction with the space you land on.
3. Lay two yellow puzzle pieces on your game board
4. Write the contraction the two words make on a white board.
5. Read the contraction you created out loud.
6. The first person to fill their game board earns three throws to 

try and HIT THE TARGET! 

not will

have

are had

is
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HIT THE TARGET!
GAME BOARD
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HIT THE TARGET!
CUT THESE GAME CARDS APART AND MIX THEM UP.

can not will not

you will they will

we will we have

you have they have
26
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HIT THE TARGET!
CUT THESE GAME CARDS APART AND MIX THEM UP.

we are they are

you are we had

she had he had

she is it is
27
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Credits: My products are made possible by the following 
fabulous artists!

This product and all of its contents is for educational 
purposes only, and is not for resale or redistribution in 
any form. It was purchased and/or downloaded for a 
single user, therefore may not be distributed without 
purchasing an additional user license available in my 
store. Please contact me, the seller for additional 
license information.
Emily Gibbons, © 2017
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Emily-
Gibbons-The-Literacy-Nest
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