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Thank you for downloading our freebie sampler! Susan and I have been writing Four-In-One reading 
comprehension packs for upper elementary over the past six months, and we love it! I write the 
passages and Susan writes the questions. We strive to create passages that your students will enjoy 
reading, while matching them with an easy format and essential practice you’re sure to love. 

*Click on any of the images below to preview, purchase and read reviews from teachers all over!*

*Curious about how 4-in-1 will work in your classroom? Read Emily’s blog post here!*

Use Four-In-One all year long 
with our cost-effective bundle!

*Primary 4-in-1 
available here!
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Name: 

Play-Doh-Fun
You may remember playing with Play-Doh when you 
were younger, or maybe you still enjoy it! Believe it 
or not, Play-Doh inventor Joe McVicker, created it to 
be a wallpaper cleaner, not the famous modeling 
compound that we use today. In 1955, he showed 
Play-Doh to a group of educators to try out with 
their own students, who found modeling clay too hard 
to squish and mold. Play-Doh became an instant hit. 
Since it hit stores in the 1950s, it has sold over 2 
billion cans! 

1. Who invented Play-Doh? Do you think Play Doh is only for kids? Why or why not?

Comprehension Practice Think and Respond

2. What was Play-Doh originally invented for?

3. Why was Play-Doh better than modeling clay?

4. When was Play-Doh invented?

Write the correct synonym and antonym from the group 
of words to match the given vocabulary words. 

Vocabulary Practice

Vocabulary
word

synonym antonym

instant

famous

found

delayed
lost

popular
discovered

immediate
unknown



An End To Bullying
Did you know the month of October is Bully 
Prevention Month? You can join hundreds of schools 
from all over in events that educate kids about the 
harmful effects of bullying. Spreading the message 
can be simple, but powerful. Here are some ways:
• Sit with someone who appears all alone at school.
• Create anti-bullying signs and display them.
• Pass out positive message on sticky notes.
• Gather a team of students and teachers to think 

of ways to prevent students from feeling 
isolated, or alone. 

Name: 

1. What is the passage mostly about? Have you or anyone you know ever been bullied? If so, 
how did you handle it?

Comprehension Practice Think and Respond

2. When is Bully Prevention Month?

3. Name one way you can help end bullying.

4. What message can be spread in October?

Write the correct synonym and antonym from the group 
of words to match the given vocabulary words. 

Vocabulary Practice

Vocabulary word synonym antonym

harmful

gather

simple

collect
dispose

hard
dangerous

easy
safe



American folklore passed down among generations 
tells the story of George Washington having wooden 
teeth. No one knows for sure how that story was 
first created. We do know from careful research 
that George didn’t have a set of wooden choppers. 
He was in need of false teeth after suffering from 
tooth decay. A doctor helped create them out of 
bone, human teeth, and ivory from a hippopotamus. 
The teeth were shaped and fastened into 
Washington’s mouth with tiny wires and screws. You 
can imagine how uncomfortable it was to wear them!

Washington’s Smile 
Name: 

1. What is the passage mostly about?

Comprehension Practice

2. Why did George need false teeth?

3. What were George’s false teeth actually made of?

4. How can you tell that the teeth were probably very
uncomfortable?

How do you think stories are made up that may not be 
true?

Think and Respond

Use the reading passage to find as many concrete and 
abstract nouns as you can. 

Grammar Practice

concrete noun abstract noun



Chores are certainly not every kid’s favorite thing to 
do, but what if you were paid for doing them? Would 
earning money while doing dishes, taking out trash, or 
vacuuming your bedroom make you want to do the job 
a little better? Some families create a simple To- Do 
list or contract. When kids sign it, they agree to 
complete certain tasks. Each task has been assigned a 
specific dollar amount to be paid when it is done.  
Tasks like carrying out trash earn less money than 
harder tasks like raking and bagging leaves. Do you 
think kids should earn money for chores? 

Paid For Chores? 
Name: 

1. What is the passage mostly about?

Comprehension Practice

2. What are some examples of chores?

3. What do some families do to handle chores?

4. What are assigned to chores to determine how they 
are paid?

Do you think children should be paid for doing chores, or 
should they just do them to help out their family?

Think and Respond

Grammar Practice

Do you think the kids should have 
money for chores?

Do you think the kids should be
money for chores? 

Do you think the kids should                        
money for chores?

Write the proper verb tense on the line. 

earned         earning            earn



Name: 

In 1891, a peach basket gave James Naismith an idea 
that would revolutionize a new sport-basketball. 
James sought to invent an indoor game to play during 
the winter months that encouraged interaction. Players 
tossed a soccer ball into a peach basket suspended 
from a ten-foot pole. Ten years later, people decided 
to cut a hole in the bottom of the basket. The game of 
basketball grew in popularity like wildfire. The original 
game consisted of thirteen rules. Some thought this 
new game should be called Naismith Ball, but James 
gave it the official name of basketball.

Who Invented Basketball?

prefix root word suffix

popular

revolution

en-

Language Practice
Use the words in the reading passage to complete the 
chart below, placing the correct word parts in the 
matching columns.

Why do you think basketball is such a popular sport?

Think and RespondMaking Inferences
Answer the questions below using the text to support 
your answer.

1. What happened to the game of basketball?

How can you tell?

2. How do you think James Naismith felt about 
basketball?

How can you tell?



Name: 

Spring gardening is Grandpa’s favorite pastime. In 
preparation for his spring garden, he preps his seeds 
inside while it is still too cold to plant outdoors. He 
carefully tends to his seedlings in small pots until it’s 
time to transfer them. When the spring temperatures 
are warm enough without a threat of frost, Grandpa 
carefully transports each seedling to his plot of land. 
With his fingers, he creates a small hole in the soil. 
Then, he gingerly places a tiny plant in and pats the 
soil around it. He’ll do this until he has several rows of 
plants. Grandpa’s spring garden is ready again. 

Planting a Garden

Describe something that means a lot to you and how you 
take care of it. 

Think and Respond
1. Why does Grandpa prep his seeds inside?

Comprehension Practice

2. What is meant by the word “transports” in the reading
passage?

3. How can you tell that Grandpa’s gardening is important to
him?

Language Practice
Write the letter of the word on the right that 
matches the meaning of the word on the left. Use 
context clues from the reading passage to help you.  

a.preps many

b.tends prepares

c.threat cares for

d.gingerly harm

e.several delicately



Name: 

Living in a crowded city on the hottest day of the 
summer isn’t easy. The air is stifling and you feel like 
you can barely breathe. My friends and I were 
desperate for relief from this heat wave. With 
nothing to do, we perched ourselves on the front 
stoop of our apartment building and waited for the 
ice cream truck. After about a half hour, a fire 
engine pulled up beside our building. Two firefighters 
got out and walked over to the hydrant. Prying the 
hydrant faucet open, they let water spray out like a 
gigantic sprinkler. Hooray! Relief was finally here! 

Heat Wave

What is your favorite way to cool off in the hot summer?

Think and Respond
1. What is this passage mostly about?

Comprehension Practice

2. How does the weather feel outside?

3. Who finally brings relief from the extreme heat? How do 
they do this?

Use the reading passage to find concrete and abstract 
nouns. List them in the columns below. 

Grammar Practice

noun adjective

ex. hat ex. small



Name: 

Those five-pointed echinoderms are my favorite 
creatures to find. Known as a sea star, a starfish is 
not a fish at all. It has a circular disc in the middle of 
its body surrounded by five sections or arms. Their 
bodies might feel slightly spiky or rough.  If a starfish 
loses one of its arms, it can generate or regrow a 
brand new arm within about a year. A starfish’s tiny 
tube feet on the underside of its body help it to stay 
mobile while searching for food like scallops or clams. 
Predators may include sea otters, fish, and birds. 
Starfish may be seen in shallow or deep ocean water.

Starfish

1. How does the body of a starfish feel?

Comprehension Practice

2. What happens if a starfish loses an arm?

3. A starfish is also known as a…

4. Where can a starfish be seen?

Write about what you think is the most interesting part 
of a starfish. 

Think and Respond

Write the correct synonym and antonym from the group 
of words to match the given vocabulary words. 

Vocabulary Practice

Vocabulary
word

synonym antonym

mobile

spiky

generate

sharp
fixed

portable
create

smooth
erase



Name: 

Think and Respond

Language Practice
Write the letter of the word on the right that 
matches the meaning of the word on the left. Use 
context clues from the reading passage to help you.  

a.impact comments

b.remarks sporty

c.athletic effect

d.paved prejudice

e.discrimination spread

“A life is not important except in the impact it
has on other lives.” When Robinson was called to play 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947, he knew his decision 
to play as the first African-American baseball player
in the major leagues would have a major impact. Facing 
racist remarks, critics, and other teams refusing to 
play against him, he courageously played second base. 
Jackie went on to play on All-Star teams six times and 
became Most Valuable Player in 1949. The athletic boy 
from Georgia paved the way as an adult for future 
black athletes to play sports without discrimination.

Jackie Robinson

1. How was Jackie Robinson different from other baseball 
players?

Comprehension Practice

2. How did other teams treat Jackie?

3. What is meant by the quote at the beginning of the 
passage?

What legacy did Jackie Robinson leave behind for future 
generations?



Name: 

Bessie Coleman was the first black woman to 
receive her pilot’s license in the world. “The air is the 
only place free from prejudice,” said Coleman. After 
receiving her pilot’s license in 1922 in France, she 
returned to the U.S. and made her first flight as an 
African American woman. During a time in U.S. history 
when there was discrimination against black people, 
Coleman became an aviation pioneer. She performed  
stunts, parachuted and did flying trick aerial shows. 
While practicing for one show, her plane crashed and 
Coleman was killed. Bessie was only 34 years old.

Bessie Coleman

What legacy did Bessie Coleman leave behind for future 
generations?

Think and Respond
1. Why was Bessie Coleman famous?

Comprehension Practice

2. Where did Bessie receive her pilot’s license?

3. What do you think Bessie meant when she said, “The air is 
the only place free from prejudice?”

Write the correct synonym and antonym from the group of 
words to match the given vocabulary words. 

Vocabulary Practice

vocabulary
word

synonym antonym

prejudice

performed

pioneer

demonstrated
tolerance

hid
leader

racism
bystander
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Thank you for downloading and/or purchasing this file.  If this is a paid 
product, it is intended for a single user and not to be distributed to others 
unless additional licenses are purchased. The graphics used in this file 
should not be removed or used in any other products. 

Some or all of the clip art/graphics/digital paper in this product can be 
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School Bells N’ Whistles & the Literacy Nest
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